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accordingly. However, a number oi Memlooks appeared
before him refusing to start until he paid them six Ashrafis,
the price of a camel, and issued forage to them and meat
ration money. This caused some excitement, and the Sultan
left the assembly objecting to the claim. The troops were
dissatisfied, affairs were unsettled, and Ibn 'Othrnan was
advancing on Gaza ; the Governor was asking for the dispatch
of troops before Ibn 'Othman should capture the town, of
Gaza, and thus cause the Sultan the trouble of recapturing
the country.

On Sunday, the 6th, one of the Amirs, commanders of a
thousand, of the expeditionary force left the city. He was
daily followed into camp by others, the Pasha in command,
Jan Bird!, remaining at Raidaniyyeh until the whole force
should be complete.

On Monday, the 7th, the Sultan paid three months rations
to the expeditionary troops ; each Memlook also received
about four and a half Ashrafis apiece as an extra
gratuity.

On the same day arrived two of the Eoyal Memlooks', who
had been in some of the villages with the Arabs, returning to
Egypt disguised as servants. They brought the same stories
of Ibn 'Othman's difficulties that had been told before [see
p. 83], and some said that Khair Bey had been killed. This had
no foundation in fact.

On Wednesday, the 9th, the Dawadar of Khair Bey, the
Governor of Aleppo, arrived ; he had made his escape from
Ibn 'Othman. He brought the news that Ibn 'Othman had
dispatched a force of about five thousand cavalry under Ibn
Suwfir, who was on the point of taking Gaza; in fact, according
to some accounts he had actually taken it, and the Governor
of Gaza was reported to have fled.

This intelligence caused great consternation; the Sultan
was deeply distressed; he gave orders for the force to march
immediately, and that any absentees should receive the
punishment deserved. On Thursday the troops marched